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Artists came up with several potential designs for the Winston-Salem Light Project.
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BY PAUL GARBER
Speclal Correspondent

ing the mood in a theater
rbut it’s not supposed to take

stage. If the audience walks away
Do ut'ﬂm lighting and not the story,
nething hasn't worked.

ry November for the last six vears,

o ' d.g:nsmxdem have taken on

ve their designs front and
n-Salem Light Project

brought &mcﬂncﬂptmns that have

nt corner of downtown

3 e Pyl wiewers a chance to
lighting in

a new way.

/inston-Salem Light Project will be interactive

This year'’s project, which will run from 7
to 10:30 p.m. Tuesday through Nov. 17, fea-
tures brightly lit inflatables that will tow-
er aver Winston Square Park on Marshall
Street. It's part of the 6 Days in November
Festival, a series visual aris, music, dance,
theater and other events that take place
from Tuesday through Nov. 18.

“These pieces are standing out on their
own,” Coates said. “The work takes on its
own importance, and it is the message.”

This year's project will be interactive
— allowing people to walk inside the pieces
and become part of the project.

The project, which is free to the public,
will feature three large illuminated designs.
One shape will look like a brightly lit double
doughnut, about 30 feet around and 10 .
feet tall. Another will be a towering funnel
shape reaching almast 50 feet, and the third
will be a somewhat heart-shaped piece
that will adorn the park’s spiral staircase.
That piece will be about 9 feet tall and is the

if yougo
What: Winston-Salem Light Project
When: 7 to 10:30 p.m. Tuesday through Nov. 17

Where: Winston Square Park, 310 N. Marshall 5t.

Cost: Free

Other: The Winston-Salem Light Project
s part of 6 Days in Navember. For more
informatiorn, see 6daysws.com.

only one that people won't be able to enter.
Coates and his class are working with two
University of Michigan architecture experts

— Anca Trandafirescu and Glenn Wilcox
— to design and execute the project.

Connor “Mack” Smith, a senior in Coates’
class, said he was uncertain what to think

when he heard about the idea of illumi-

nated inflatables. The idea reminded him of

bounce houses for young children.
But when the team started designing

models for the project, he got excited. He's

had a chance to walk through a 7-foot scale

model, and it gave him a new perspective.
“Suddenly you're immersed in the light

ght reveals talents of

that's piojected on it, and you can't see out-

side at all,” Smith said. “This is purely about

light and how light can tella story.”

Smith, who hopes to get theater work in
his native New York City after he graduates,
said the project has taught him how light-
i‘ﬂg can be used in other media,

Although the lighting project is fairly new;
the concept is not. Coates said he got the
idea about 15 years ago, when he saw post-
cards of a highting projectin an Italian piaz-
za. That project flashed light on the walls of
a local trattoria. Coates beleved something
similar could be done here, 0 tluminate
some of the unique parts of the city @t might.

“Goethe sard "architecture 1S frozen mu-
sic,”” Coates said. “But at night, you cant see
the notes. . .. Buildings tend to be poorly Lit."

The first project was in 2006, when
Coates and his students did a projéet at the
Millennium Center. Other locations since
then have included the Stevens Ceénter and

the storefront on Fourth Street where Cami-

no Bakery is now located

[n those projects, the VieWeIs Were objec-

tive, standing apart form the lights. Th
year's project offers a more

perience, Loates saiq.

“Once inside, you're part of ti
that people are watching,” he saic

Cﬂﬂtf‘a ""ui“j *IL‘-"& hi._‘a'” ]_,ﬁt'af“-h"'

-I..E.‘|.'i--:ll E‘\.-""

response to the project. When tl

Council held s social media “p

campaign, Coates was abie to
over $4,000 needed tor the p
six days, with most of the ¢
coming from former

studen

worked on earlier projects. He's

help from local vendors sut
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